
 

 

 

Commandant’s 

Corner 
Commandant — Tom Peters  
 
Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsman, 

Associates, and Families: 

A year ago, I wrote about all of the things 

that we had coming up and the need for 

us to have the individuals in place to 

make these events a success. Well, this 

year we not only have the same events, but we will also be hosting the 

Dept. Convention in June. I am happy to say that with the exception of 

the ads for the convention book and registration for the dinner all is 

going as planned. 

Our website, www.mcltrd1334.org, has recently been updated. It is a 

great place to look if you want to see a picture history of TRD #1334. 

From the Charter Dinner to the last Newsletter, it’s all in there. You 

might not even recognize some of our detachment members from their 

early years. 

Hope to see you all very soon. 

Semper Fi 
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           Louise Heidtman

The youngest of 11 children, 

Louise LaRochelle was born on 

March 6, 1924 and has 

remained a life-long resident of 

Norwich.  Times were tough 

and her family didn’t have 

much money so upon 

graduation in 1943, she joined 

the Marines with a girlfriend.  

The military ran strong in 

Louise’s family.  She had a 

brother who was a Marine 

officer, one a Sea Bee and 

another one a soldier in the 

Army.  Having never been away 

from home, she was nervous 

about leaving her family. 

Louise processed into the 

Marine Corps in New York 

where she received her orders.  

She attended an all-female 

base in Arlington, VA.  She 

worked at the Navy building 

helping process the men as 

they returned from battle. 

It was while she was in the 

service that she met her 

husband, Howard Heidtman, 

while attending a military 

football game. He and his 

friends were throwing popcorn 

at Louise and her friends, 

calling them Western Union 

girls.  Smitten with each other, 
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the two would exchange 

letters in the coming years as 

he was deployed in Europe as 

an Army paratrooper.  Louise 

was very athletic and played 

softball.  Their team played the 

WACS and the Navy.  One game 

she remembers was a tough 

game and they weren’t getting 

any hits.  She stepped up to the 

plate and hit the ball over the 

2nd baseman’s head.  It was the 

first hit of the game.  Her team-

mates looked to her as a hero! 

Louise had felt the Marines had 

such pride in their own.  The 

Corps wanted Louise to go to 

Officer Candidate School (OCS) 

but being engaged, she 

decided to leave the Corps to 

become a dedicated wife and 

mother. 

Louise and Howard married at 

Saints Peter and Paul Church, 

just up the street from her 

family home in Norwich.  

When they both left the 

service, they made their way 

to Michigan which is where 

Howard was from.  He was 

planning on going to school 

there but with her father 

getting old, they decided to 

move back to Connecticut to 

be near her family and raise 

their four sons.  Howard and 

Louise were married 60 years. 

She eventually went to work 

at the Norwich Free Academy 

cafeteria, where she worked 

for nearly 35 years and 

became head cook.  In her 

80’s Louise still played tennis 

until she broke her hip in five 

places.  After the injury she 

came back strong and still 

played a little, but this time 

with people more her age. 

Grandmother to 12 

grandchildren and 22 great-

grandchildren, Louise had a 

special connection to her 

grandson Keith.  He served as 

a first lieutenant in the Army 

and was chosen to attend the 

U.S. Army Aviation 

Warfighting Center.  She was 

honored to be present at Fort 

Rucker  to  pin   his   wings  on 

Marine Corps 
History 

2 March 1867: Jacob Zeilin, 
Colonel Commandant of the 
Marine Corps from 30 June 1864, 
was this date promoted to the rank 
of Brigadier General 
Commandant, the first time 
Congress authorized this rank for 
the Marine Corps.  The statute, 
however, was repealed in June 
1874 so that the rank of 
Commandant would again revert 
to colonel upon Zeilin's retirement. 

8 March 1965: The 9th Marine 
Expeditionary Brigade landed at 
DaNang, Republic of Vietnam as 
the first U.S. ground combat 
troops to be committed to that 
conflict.  The 3,500 men arrived 
both across the beach with 
Battalion Landing Team 3/9, and 
at DaNang Airfield with Battalion 
Landing Team 1/3. 

11 March 1778: Marines 
participated the action when the 
Continental Navy frigate 
BOSTON, enroute to France, 
sighted, engaged, and captured 
the British merchant ship 
MARTHA.   As the drum of the 
BOSTON beat to arms, John 
Adams seized a musket and 
joined the Marines on deck until 
the frigate's captain, Samuel 
Tucker, sent him below for safety. 

13 March 1943: The first group 
of71 Women Marine officer 
candidates arrived at the U.S. 
Midshipmen School (Women's 
Reserve) at Mount Holyoke 
College in South Hadley, 
Massachusetts. The Navy's 
willingness to share training 
facilities enabled the Marine Corps 
to begin training Marine Corps 
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him.  Unfortunately, in 2007 

he was killed when the 

helicopter he was co-

piloting was shot down by 

enemy fire over Iraq. 

To recognize female 

veterans, Louise was 

honored in April 2018 in 

Windsor.  She received the 

American Campaign Medal 

and the World War II Victory 

Medal.  “I wish I could share 

them with the women who 

aren’t here anymore, or all 

the women I came to be 

best friends with when we 

were in the service,” she 

said.  “We were like sisters.” 

Louise Heidtman is one of 

the newest members of our 

Detachment.  She heads up 

the Toys for Tots toy drive at   

the Solstice Senior Living 

Center in Groton with 

several other Marines. 

She enjoyed her time in the 

Marines and said if she had 

to do it all over again, she 

would. 

 Marine Corps 
History 

(cont.) 
 
Women's Reserve officers just 
one month after the creation of the 
MCWR was announced. 

17 March 1967: The first woman 
Marine to report to Vietnam for 
duty, Master Sergeant Barbara J. 
Dulinsky, began her 18-hour flight 
to Bien Hoa, 30 miles north of 
Saigon.  MSgt Dulinsky and the 
other officer and enlisted Women 
Marines that followed were 
assigned to the Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam (MACV) 
based in Saigon.  Most worked 
with the Marine Corps Personnel 
Section providing administrative 
support to Marines assigned as far 
north as the DMZ, but two 
Lieutenant Colonels, Ruth 
Reinholz and Ruth O'Holleran, 
served as historians with the 
Military History Branch, Secretary 
Joint Staff, MACV. 

25 March 1945: After 35 days of 
bitter fighting, the amphibious 
assault on the rocky fortress of Iwo 
Jima finally appeared over.  On 
the night of 25 March, however, a 
300-man Japanese force 
launched a vicious final 
counterattack in the vicinity of 
Airfield Number 2. Army pilots, 
Seabees and Marines of the 5th 
Pioneer Battalion and 28th 
Marines fought the fanatical 
Japanese force till morning but 
suffered heavy casualties --more 
than l00 killed and another 200 
American wounded.  Nearly all of 
the Japanese force was killed in 
the battle. 
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Three Rivers 

Young Marines 
    Unit Commander – 

Robert Murphy 

YM/MGySgt Mason McMahon 

Distinguished Order of Merit 

(DOM) – Project Essay 

2/23/19 

There was a big story in two 

local newspapers last week, 

about a 17 year-old-kid who 

donated a flag retirement drop 

box to City Hall in Norwich, CT.  

That kid is me, Young Marine 

MGySgt Mason McMahon.  My 

community service project 

started because of my family’s 

involvement with the Young 

Marines.  Because there were 

no respectful flag disposal 

options, people gave them to 

my Dad and me, brought them 

to my home, and sent them to 

my Mom’s 

classroom 

at school.  

People in 

my 

community 

knew my 

Young 

Marine unit 

has held 

Flag Day 

retirement ceremonies for the 

past seven years.  After a 

discussion with my family and 

some research, my 

community service project 

idea was born. 

When I began my search for a 

container to hold 

unserviceable flags, I found 

many different types.  They 

ranged from  cardboard to 

handcrafted wood, to 

repurposed mailboxes.  My 

search turned up what would 

become my goal, the 

purchase, and installation of a 

high grade, heavy gauge, 

brushed Stainless Steel Flag 

Drop Box from American 

Security Cabinets located in 

St. Cloud, Minnesota.  The 

photographs of the box were 

beautiful, and it is made in 

America.  After submitting an 

outline of my project to 

Mayor Peter Nystrom, who 

enthusiastically supported it, 

my unit 

adjutant 

sent my 

proposal to 

Mr. Jones 

at YMNHQ 

who told 

me to 

proceed 

with my 

project. I 

Eagle image on the outside of 

the box.  

 Marine Corps 
History 

(cont.) 
 
27 March 1953: The 5th Marines, 

supported by the 2d Battalion, 7th 

Marines, in the first full day of 

fighting after the Chinese assault 

the previous evening of Outpost 

Vegas on Korea's western front, 

counterattacked to regain enemy-

held positions. Companies E and 

F of 2/7 , down to only three 

platoons between them, managed 

to regain partial control of Outpost 

Vegas that day. 

31 March 1801: On this date, 
LtCol Commandant William W. 
Burrows rode with president 
Thomas Jefferson to look for "a 
proper place to fix the Marine 
Barracks on." President Jefferson 
was a personal friend of the 
Commandant, and deeply 
interested in the welfare of the 
Corps and accompanied Burrows 
on horseback on the morning of 
31 March. They chose a square in 
Southeast Washington, bounded 
by 8th and 9th streets, and a & I 
streets, because it lay near the 
Navy Yard and was within easy 
marching distance of the Capitol. 
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We also walked through City 

Hall and determined the best 

place for placement of the 

box. I contacted American 

Security Cabinets for pricing 

and customization. The cost of 

the flag drop box, including 

shipping, was $1307. 

I decided that a pasta dinner 

was the best choice for a 

fundraiser.  The date was 

approved by my Unit 

Commander, 

and VFW Post 

594 donated 

use of the 

hall. My Dad 

suggested 

that in 

addition to 

the 

fundraising 

dinner, I 

speak at local 

veteran’s 

organizations 

for support. I 

spoke at monthly 

meetings of American Legion 

Post 104, Thames River 

Detachment MCL 1334, and 

the Norwich Area Veterans 

Council. I informed the 

members about my project, 

encouraged the purchase of 

dinner tickets and if they 

wished, asked that they make 

an organizational donation.  

I made a presentation to my 

Young Marine unit and sought 

the assistance of some senior 

Young Marines to help with set 

up, serving food and clean up 

I held my pasta dinner on 

February 10, 2019. The dinner 

consisted of spaghetti with 

meat sauce, salad, homemade 

bread, bottled water, coffee, 

and cookies. Tickets were $10 

each.  By the mood in the room 

and all the positive comments, 

everyone had a delicious meal 

and a good time. Towards the 

end of the evening, I stood on 

the dais and explained my 

project, the fundraiser, and the 

Young Marine DOM.  People 

approached me happily and 

told me how good the food, 

service, and event were. 

I had a very helpful crew of 

people who worked the 

dinner, whether it was in the 

kitchen, the bake sale, the 

buffet line or cleaning up after 

the event.  Ms. Willy Lattin, a 

Three Rivers staff member, 

agreed to run a baked goods 

table and she surprised me 

with a beautiful American 

Eagle afghan she crocheted to 

raffle off.  Her daughter won 

the afghan and 

donated it to 

the oldest 

veteran in 

attendance, 

Mr. Paul Boyer 

(Army Air 

Corps, World 

War II).  The 

support I 

received from 

my family, my 

unit, friends, 

and strangers 

were 

overwhelming. 

Through donations, my 

fundraiser dinner, afghan 

raffle, and the bake sale, I 

raised $2596.40. I raised 

enough money to pay for the 

flag drop box and its shipping 

costs, food, and supplies for 

my fundraiser dinner, and fifty 

(50) 3x5 American flags (made 

in America).  Mayor Nystrom 
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agreed to keep the flags in his 

office and will be distributed 

to those who drop an 

unserviceable flag into the 

drop box. I had approximately 

sixty dollars left over that will 

be donated to Three Rivers 

Young Marines for future DDR 

materials.  On Tuesday, 

February 19, 2019, at 6:30 pm, 

Mayor Nystrom and I unveiled 

the flag retirement drop box 

at Norwich City Hall. Members 

of the local press, veterans’ 

groups, Norwich City Council, 

a state senator, and Young 

Marines were present.  Also in 

attendance were the New 

England Division MCL Young 

Marine Liaison and the 

Department of Connecticut 

MCL Young Marine Liaison. 

During the dedication, Mayor 

Nystrom presented me with a 

proclamation acknowledging 

my Community Service project. 

The first flag was placed in the 

retirement drop box by a 

Norwich Councilwoman in 

honor of her brother, a Marine 

Corps Vietnam veteran.  

Senator Cathy Osten, 

Connecticut State Senator, 

District 19, asked me to do one 

more thing for my community 

— return after college or 

military service and run for 

public office locally.  She told 

me, “If you choose to do that,” 

I’ll work on your campaign.” 

Honestly, I did not realize that 

my community service project 

would affect so many people  

and attract so much attention.  

I have received accolades from 

Mayor Nystrom, Senator 

Osten, City Council members, 

people in my community and 

even my peers.  

It is my honor to donate a 

respectful flag disposal option 

to my hometown City Hall that 

Three Rivers Young Marines 

will monitor and continue to 

properly retire American flags. 

An email my Dad received two 

days after my dedication let 

me know that my project was 

a community success.  On 

February 21, 2019, Mayor 

Nystrom’s administrative 

assistant, Bonnie, wrote the 

following: “Pat, I just had a 

visit from Paul Story and his 

wife. … She brought in a flag 

and came in to get a new one. 

It was great to be able to offer 

them such a pretty flag.  I also 

gave one to the Norwich Little 

League to replace their flag 

that has become tattered. 

Thank your son for such a 

great gift.”

The Young Marine 

Distinguished Order of Merit 

(DOM) is the highest 

Achievement award a Young 

Marine can earn. 
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WHEN: June 7th (Grand Growl), June 8th (meeting and banquet), 
June 9th (checkout and enjoy Southern CT amenities) 

WHERE: Groton Inn and Suites 
99 Gold Star Highway Groton, CT 

ROOMS: A block of 30 rooms have been reserved at $105.00 per 
night (+ taxes {total $121.00}).  To reserve rooms, call 
860.445.9784 and mention the State Convention.  Please 
request a first-floor room.  The hotel will extend said price 
until May 7, 2019. 

BANQUET: The cost of the banquet will be $50.00 per attendee, and 
registration forms will be forthcoming. 

AD BOOK: There will be an Ad Book for the convention with the 
following incentive: The ad book costs are: $100.00 full 
page; $50.00 half page; and $25.00 for a quarter-page.  
Further information on the Ad Book and contact person will 
be forthcoming. 

Registration sheets will be forthcoming.  Book your rooms now and  

start selling those ads!!!!! 

78th Convention Chairman:  Patrick T. McMahon 

Email:  ptm78usmc@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:ptm78usmc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ptm78usmc@sbcglobal.net
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New Members 
We welcome our newest members 

who all currently live in Groton. 

 

 
Louise Heidtman 

 

 

 
Charles Callan 

 

 

 

 
Shirley Verdini 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rear Admiral Rendon 

Superintendent – USCGA 

 

During a recent performance of “9 

to 5” at the United States Coast 

Guard Academy, Rear Admiral 

Rendon expressed his sincere 

gratitude to the town of New 

London and surrounding 

communities for their over- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

whelming support to the staff of the 

Coast Guard Academy during the 

recent government shut-down.  

Many of the staff continued to work 

without pay during the shut-down in 

order to keep operations from falling 

behind. 

 

Words of Appreciation – USCGA 
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Upcoming 
Events 
2019 

 

  
APRIL 

7th Dept. MCL Meeting 
Plainfield VFW 

JUNE 

7th – 8th MCL State Convention 
Pat McMahon 
(860) 222-5024 

29th Detachment Picnic 
Tuckerbung 

  
JULY 

27th Beach Party 
Tom Peters 
(860) 501-7225 

  
AUGUST 

4th-9th  MCL National 
Convention 
Billings, MT 

  
SEPTEMBER 

12th-15th Washington DC Trip 
Tom Peters 
(860) 501-7225 

 

Marine Corps League – Thames River 
Detachment #1334 

PO Box 462 
Uncasville, CT  06382 

 
www.mcltrd1334.org  

 

The Detachment meets on the second Tuesday of each 

month at: 

VFW Post 10060 

91 Raymond Hill Rd, Uncasville, CT 


