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Corner 
Commandant — Tom Peters  
 

Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsman, 
Associates, and Families: 

As I turn the page to start a new 
calendar year I have hope and great 
anticipation for a year filled with 
great achievements. This is a unique year for TRD #1334. Not 
only are we hosting the Dept. Convention in June we will be 
celebrating our tenth anniversary. Combine that with our regular 
activities and the possibility of a D.C. trip in September and our 
schedule is pretty well packed. To get the results that we all 
expect will take a lot of effort from a lot of people. Based on our 
past performance I am certain that you will all do your part and 
make 2019 the benchmark for our future endeavors. 

This coming year will be our tenth anniversary and I honestly 
believe that it is going to be our best year ever. 

As I close I want to ask all of you to keep Bill Barnes and Connor 
McMahon in your prayers and thoughts. 

Semper Fi
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   Joe Balint 
Joe Balint was born 
September 18, 1942 in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey.  He 
didn’t believe in school so 
left at the age of 17 to join 
the Marine Corps.  Boot 
camp was spent at Parris 
Island and his first duty 
station was Headquarters 
Marine Corps located in 
Arlington, Virginia. 

In December 1961 he was 
selected for detail for the 
colors for the summer 
tourist season at the Marine 
Corps Memorial even 
though his rank was only 
PFC.  At least this 

assignment had its perks – 
he had his own room.  While 
working in Arlington Judy 
and Joe met as she was from 
that area. 

Orders for Joe came for him 
to go to Camp Pendleton for 
training for six weeks 
preparing to go overseas.  
Joe went to Okinawa and 
then on to Vietnam.  He 
provided security for the air 
base and was also the camp 
barber. 

After being injured he went 
to Marine Barracks Pearl 
Harbor.  He spent two   years  
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temporary duty at Tripler 
Army Hospital.  This is where 
he met all the air vacs coming 
in and was responsible for 
getting communication on all 
those that were admitted to 
the hospital. 

Joe and Judy hosted families 
who came to visit hospitalized 
wounded family members as 
there wasn’t enough 
accommodations on base.  Joe 
also had the privilege of 
escorting generals during this 
time. 

After leaving the Corps, Joe 
became a police officer in 
Groton for two years then 
spent 20 years with the State  

 

of Connecticut as a trooper.  
He spent five years in the 
canine division he tracked 
and   searched   buildings.   He 

retired from the state at age 
47.  Joe opened his fishing 
store September 1990 and its 
still in operation. Joe and Judy 
have three sons and a foster 
daughter and are blessed 
with eight grandchildren. 

Joe has always been actively 
involved with veteran groups.  
He was a 5x Commander at 
the Preston VFW, member of 
the Veterans of America and 
other military affiliations.  In 
1991 the Vets Council 
awarded him Vet of the Year.  
He was also TRD’s 12018 
Marine of the Year.  Joe’s #1 
goal in life is hunting and 
fishing. 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Judy and Joe Balint 
Christmas 2018 

Joe Balint 
Connecticut State Trooper – K9 Unit 
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243rd USMC Birthday Ball 

November 10, 2018 
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Toys for Tots 
The 2018 campaign for New 
London County had a lot of 
unknowns starting out.  With 
the recent closure of Toys R 
Us, many of us wondered 
about the usual donations 
and toys that are collected 
for the campaign.  Early on I 
had met with the 
Commandant to discuss a 
different approach for the 
campaign.  We wanted to 
make sure that we could  
fulfill all toy requests as in 
the past.  But I knew we were 
going to have to do things 
differently than in the past. 

Beginning in October our 
Detachment made it happen.  

Our approach was to divide 
up the County geographically 
and have our members 
responsible for delivering 
boxes and picking up toy 
collections in their  
community.  We had an  
increase from the number of 
businesses that were 
collection sites to the 
number of requests and toys 
that were collected. 

A big thank you to everyone 
for your contribution, no 
matter how small you may 
have felt it was, it all 
contributed to a successful 
campaign. 

 2017 2018 
No. of Collection Sites 49 87 
No. of Children 2293 2892 
Toys 
Collected/Purchased 

9288 8408 

No. of Toys Distributed 9759 8898 

 

 

 
 

Marine Corps 
History 

 
JANUARY  
10 January 1995: The 
Pentagon announced that 
2,600 U.S. Marines would be 
deployed to Somalia for 
Operation United Shield to 
assist in the final withdrawal of 
UN peacekeeping troops from 
Somalia. The decision came in 
response to a UN request for 
American protection of its 
peacekeeping forces serving in 
the war-torn African nation. 

11 January 1945: The first 
elements of Marine Aircraft 
Group 24, commanded by 
Colonel Lyle H. Meyer, landed 
at Lingayen, Luzon, Philippine 
Islands, to provide close air 
support for Army forces. Over 
the next three months, MAG-
24 and MAG-32 would fly a 
total of 8,842 combat sorties 
and drop more than 19,000 
bombs as part of the Fifth Air 
Force in support of the Sixth 
Army. 

16 January 1991: Operation 
Desert Shield became 
Operation Desert Storm as 
forces of the allied coalition 
launched an all-out air 
campaign against targets in 
Iraq and occupied Kuwait in an 
effort to liberate Kuwait and 
enforce the resolutions of the 
United Nations Security 
Council. Overall, in the theater 
of operations, the coalition 
forces included more than 
415,000 U.S. troops.  
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Quilt of Valor Recipients 

Bill Smith of New London, 
and Dave Ishiswood of 
Montville, vice president of 
the local Retired Armed 
Forces Association of New 
London, are wrapped in 
Quilts of Valor presented to 
them on Veterans Day, Nov. 
12.  The handmade quilts 
were presented by Jan 
Roberta from Quilts of 
Valor. 

 

Marine Corps 
History 

 (cont.) 
18 January 1951: Marines of 
the 1st Marine Division began 
mopping-up operations 
against guerrillas in the 
Pohang area, South Korea, 
following the Division's return 
from its epic battle with 
Communist Chinese troops at 
the Chosin (Changjin) 
Reservoir.  

20 January 1968: The second 
battle for Khe Sanh began 
when Marines from the 3d 
Battalion, 26th Marines 
attacked a North Vietnamese 
battalion between Hill 881 
South and Hill 881 North. More 
than 100 of the enemy were 
killed.  

21 January 1918: The 1st 
Aeronautical Company arrived 
at Ponta Delgada, Azores, for 
anti-submarine duty. That unit 
was one of the first completely 
equipped American aviation 
units to serve overseas in 
World War I.  

 

22 January 1969: Operation 
Dewey Canyon, perhaps the 
most successful high-mobility 
regimental-size action of the 
Vietnam War, began in the A 
Shau/Da Krong Valleys when 
the 9th Marines, commanded 
by Colonel Robert H. Barrow, 
and supporting artillery were 
lifted  from  Quang  Tri.  By 18  

The Young Marines were 
busy this past fall with 
veteran activities, Recruit 
graduation and helping with 
Toys for Tots. 

November 11th the Young 
Marines hosted a Veterans 
Day Dinner for veterans and 
their families at the Norwich 
VFW.  The Norwich Vets 
Council awarded Pat 
McMahon Veteran of the 
Year and Veteran Supporter 

Three Rivers Young Marines 
     Unit Commander – Bob Murphy 

of the Year went to Willie 
Lattin, staff member of the 
Young Marines.  

The Young Marines 
provided a color guard for 
the Thames River MCL 
Detachment’s USMC 
Birthday Ball.  They also 
helped with selling tickets 
for the auction. 

Graduation was held for six 
new recruits to join the rank 
 

 



THAMES RIVER DETACHMENT #1334 7 

 

  

Marine Corps 
History 

 (cont.) 
March the enemy's  base  area 
had been cleared out, 1617 
enemy dead had been 
counted, and more than 500 
tons of weapons and 
ammunition unearthed.  
 
25 January 1856: Marines and 
seamen from the U.S. sloop 
DECATUR went ashore at the 
village of Seattle, Washington, 
to protect settlers from Indian 
raids. The Indians launched a 
seven-hour attack but were 
driven off later that day after 
suffering severe losses. 
Incredibly, only two civilian 
volunteers were killed and no 
Marines or sailors were lost.  
 
27 January 1988: About 400 
Marines and sailors from the 
2d Marine Division, 2d Marine 
Aircraft Wing, and 2d Force 
Service Support Group 
deployed for the Persian Gulf. 
The Contingency Marine Air-
Ground Task Force (MAGTF) 
CM 2-88 would relieve 
Contingency MAGTF 1-88 in 
the volatile Persian Gulf and 
provide the effective landing 
force capability to Joint Task 
Force Middle East.  
 
29 January 1991: The first 
serious ground fighting of 
Operation Desert Storm broke 
out when Iraqi troops mounted 
an attack into Saudi Arabia 
along a 40-mile front. Iraqi 
units centered their efforts on 
Khafji, a port city six miles 
south of the border. Saudi and 

  

Several members attending the For Love of 
Country Dinner Gala with Director Bill Davis 

and Sgt/Maj Overstreet. 

Members of the Three Rivers unit attending 
the Pearl Harbor parade. 

of the Young Marines the Coast 
Guard Academy.  Several 
promotions were also awarded 
to the Young Marines. 

Six members of the unit 
attended the 77th anniversary of 
the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii.   
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Marine Corps 
History 

 (cont.) 

Quatari troops, supported by 
artillery from the 1st Marine 
Division and attack helicopters 
and other allied coalition 
aircraft, recaptured the town 
two days later. 

 
Upcoming 

Events 
 

JUNE 2019 
7th – 8th 
MCL State Convention 
Pat McMahon 
(860) 222-5024 

AUGUST 2019 
4th – 9th 
MCL National Convention 
Billings, MT 

SEPTEMBER 2019 
12th – 15th 
Washington DC Group Trip 
Tom Peters 
(860) 501-7225 

Note 

There were no issues of the newsletter 
published for November and December 2018. 
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